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Education:
 PhD candidate, Capella University. Specialization in observational data distribution.
 MS degree Information Technology/ Internet Security, American Intercontinental 

University (Graduated 2007, 3.5 GPA)
 BS degree Information Technology/Programming, American Intercontinental University 

(Graduated 2006, 3.75 GPA)
 Computer Education Institute (Graduated 2001)
 Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University (48 units complete)
 US Navy, job and management related course work 
 Serrano High School (Graduated 1990)

Skills:
 Observational Astronomy. 
 Astrometry:  Regularly conducts observations and measurements on Near Earth Objects 

to include asteroids and comets. Report data to the Minor Planet Center, Smithsonian 
Astrophysical Observatory.

 Photometry: Regularly conducts photometric observations on NEO,PHA and radar 
targets

 Assistant to astronomical observers in the operation of 24 and 16 inch telescopes.
 Telescope scheduling, observer training and supervision as needed. 
 Proficiency in implementation and administration of the following systems: Windows 

2000 server, 2000 Professional, XP Professional, Linux, Linux terminal server, Unix
 Programming: Visual Studio.NET / Borland Builder C++, Visual Basic, PHP scripting, 

web design, ASP.NET development specific to observatory applications to include 
automated control systems, weather and web services.

 MySQL database administration and design, Access, SQL.

Certifications:
 Microsoft Certified Professional (MCP)
 A+ Certified Professional
 Certified NASA Systems Administrator 

Work experience:
 March 2007- Present

Santa Barbara Applied Research, Interim Astronomy Team Lead, 
Observer/Programmer/Systems Rep/Systems administrator Jet Propulsion Laboratory, 
Table Mountain Observatory

 2001-March 2007 
Owner / Programmer / Systems Administrator G-Star Enterprises (Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory, Table Mountain Observatory)

 2004-2007
       Director of Technology Support Services, Snowline Joint Unified School District
 2002 – 2004

Network Repair Specialist-Snowline Joint Unified School District
 2001-2002

Power Plants / technology, Predator program-General Atomics Aeronautical Systems
 1991-2000
      Aviation Machinist Mate 2nd Class USN
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In addition I have contributed to the following publications as a coauthor: Note all 
publications are sited from the NASA ADS Astronomy Abstract Service.

Publications:
 Hicks, M.; Rhoades, H.; Somers, J.; Grote, M. (2009) Broad-Band Photometry 

of the Potentially Hazardous Asteroid 2002 LV. The Astronomer's Telegram, 
#2134. http://www.astronomerstelegram.org/?read=2134

 Hicks, M.; Lawrence, K.; Rhoades, H.; Somers, J.; McAuley, A.; Barajas, T. 
(2009) 2001 FE90: An elongated and rapidly rotating near-Earth asteroid. The 
Astronomer's Telegram, #2116. http://www.astronomerstelegram.org/?
read=2116
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